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Memorandum

To: FF-094672 (1864)

From: Navigable Waters Specialist (927)

Subject: Navigability of Scottie Creek in the Tanana River Subregion, Alaska

The State of Alaska (State) filed an application, dated January 27,2006, for a recordable
disclaimer of interest (RDI) for the lands underlying Scottie Creek. The State, through its
description ofthe lands, acknowledges the sixty-foot-wide neutral strip along the United States­
Canada International border, reserved unto the United States to insure complete control of use
and occupancy of the withdrawn strip of land. 1 Therefore, the description is as follows: all
submerged lands within the bed of Scottie Creek between the ordinary high water lines of the left
and right banks, beginning at the sixty-foot-wide neutral strip from the United States-Canada
International Boundary, located in Section 24, Township 10 North, Range 23 East, Copper River
Meridian (CRM), Alaska, downstream to the confluence with the Chisana River in Sec. 34, T. 11
N., R. 22 E., CRM. With its application the State submitted a map entitled "Recordable
Disclaimer of Interest Application Scottie Creek," showing the applied for water body. In its
application, the State erroneously described Scottie Creek as flowing through lands withdrawn
under P .L.O. 386. In a letter dated April 26, 2006, the State amended its application to modify
its legal description to exclude reference to P.L.O. 386.2

The State's application for an RDI is based on the Equal Footing Doctrine, the Submerged Lands
Act of 1953, the Alaska Statehood Act of 1958, the Submerged Lands Act of 1988, or any other
legally cognizable reason. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) may disclaim interest in the
submerged lands on any of the grounds that apply. The State's application for lands underlying
the subject water bodies must also meet the regulatory requirements (43 CFR Subpart 1864).

In support of its application, the State submitted the following documents: four BLM memos
dated April 15, 1983,3 June 29, 1994,4 August 25, 1994,5 and September 22, 1994;6 State of

I Michael Menge to Henri Bisson, BLM, January 27,2006, file FF-094672 (1864), Alaska State Office, BLM
records, Anchorage (hereafter BLM records). The reference documents are also available in this file.
2 Wyn Menefee to Carolyn Spoon, BLM, April 26, 2006, file FF-094672 (1864), Alaska State Office, BLM records.
3 Robert W. Faithful, Acting Assistant to the State Director for Conveyance Management (913) to Acting Chief,
Division of ANCSA and State Conveyances (960), subject: "Final Navigability Determination for State Selections in
the Upper Chisana and Ladue River Drainage Areas," April 15, 1983, FF-044624 BLM records.
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